
Bathurst is the ultimate adventure, perfect for a romantic couple's weekend retreat, or for an action-

packed extended weekend with family. You don’t have to spend too long in the car, but you’ll feel a 

world away. Located less than 3 hour’s drive from Sydney over the great sandstone wall, and 3 hours 

from Canberra through rolling plains and rocky outcrops, getting here is the first adventure via some 

of the great road trips of New South Wales. 

 

Day One: CBD Gems 

Start your Bathurst journey at the Visitor Information Centre. Speak with a friendly local for their top 

tips and hidden gems before sitting down at the adjacent Harvest Café & Store to mull over your 

itinerary with breakfast and a locally roasted coffee. 

There is ample parking and room for the kids to stretch their legs with the sunny outdoor café 

seating opening out onto the lush green fields of Morse Park. 

Unpack your bags at Littomore Suites, clean, comfortable and modern motel rooms a stone's throw 

away from the CBD and the beautiful Macquarie-Wambool River. Venture into the CBD along 

William Street. Here you’ll find access to Machattie Park, a Victorian-era oasis right in the heart of 

the CBD with gorgeous period features and giant deciduous trees that put on a glorious autumnal 

display from early April to late May. 

All of the action centres around the Bathurst Town Square, including the grand park, the 

architectural marvel that is the Bathurst Courthouse, and in Kings Parade standing proud is the 

Bathurst Memorial Carillon, one of three complete Carillons in Australia that chimes its bells every 

hour for all to admire and remember the Bathurst District service men and women who have served 

in all wars, conflicts and peacekeeping operations so that we may enjoy our freedoms today. 

Download the Bathurst Step Beyond App and take a virtual guided stroll through the Town Square to 

learn more about its features voiced by Bathurst’s honorary son, Grant Denyer. 

Bathurst’s past is dotted throughout the CBD, and there are plenty of chances to go inside for a 

closer look at some of the city’s original buildings.  

The Australian Fossil and Mineral Museum is housed in the former Bathurst Public School house, 

dating back to 1876. On display inside is a marvellous collection of fossils, gemstones and minerals 

that present a fascinating explanation of the development of life on Earth. Make sure to climb the 

mezzanine to get a selfie with the T-Rex skeleton. You’ll see what we mean. 

For lunch, take your pick of popular CBD cafes and restaurants along William and George Streets like 

Pantano’s Bar & Grill or Vine & Tap, or tuck into a classic counter lunch from one of our iconic 

country pubs. We recommend The George Hotel or the classic deco-style Knickerbocker. 

Your Bathurst CBD adventure would not be complete without taking one Hot Lap of the iconic 

Mount Panorama - Wahluu Racing Circuit. Outside motorsport events, the racing circuit is a public 

residential road that you can drive around, just make sure to stick with the 60km/h speed limit! A 

recently installed Skyline Boardwalk at the summit allows you to take in the spectacular views off the 

road looking out over the Bathurst Region. Then at the bottom, the National Motor Racing Museum 

displays a huge collection of cars, bikes and racing memorabilia from the legendary motor sporting 

events over the years. 



You can even stay on the famous Mount, with a number of self-contained accommodation offerings 

around the circuit, or looking right out over Conrod Straight from your suite with a view at Rydges 

Mount Panorama. 

 

Day Two: Delve into Heritage 

In the morning, meander down Keppel Street and choose your spot for breakfast from a selection of 

great cafes like The Hub, Pain et Tartinade, Al Dente, or the authentic French bakery, Legall 

Patisserie. This quirky, laid-back street has great heritage streetscapes and picturesque vistas to the 

plains beyond. You can spend hours browsing boutique shops, art galleries, and a heritage flour mill 

reimagined into a bustling urban hub.  

Stand out attractions include the Bathurst Regional Art Gallery, displaying contemporary art 

exhibitions from local and national artists, and catch dinner and a show at the Victoria Hotel, where 

local live music is championed with regular performances at their dedicated concert space, Little 

Alberts or the Insta worthy beer garden set between red brick industrial buildings of old, complete 

with festoon lights and a cocktail menu that's the perfect backdrop for your ultimate Sunday session. 

Live like a local by staying at the Alfred on Keppel, a beautifully restored, fully self-contained terrace 

with 3 double bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms and a modern kitchen and laundry, perfect for families or a 

group of friends. Or the recently opened Mill Apartments, luxury self-contained units, perfect for a 

romantic couple’s getaway situated in the 1884 Victoria Stores building. 

Right at the lower end of Keppel Street, next to the Bathurst Railway Station and Ben Chifley’s 

Engine, is the brand-new Bathurst Rail Museum. The museum brings the history of Bathurst as a 

railway town to life with personal recollections of people who worked on the Main Western Line. 

The museum is housed in the historic Railway Institute building, the place where railway employees 

and their families would enjoy social gatherings, and gain access to important vocational education 

courses. A modern extension includes a model railway the size of a tennis court, complete with 

operating trains, and Kid Central, where little ones can build BRIO trains to their hearts content. 

There’s even the Refreshment Room where you can refuel with a sweet treat, sitting in a restored 

wooden train carriage. 

Take a short, 10-minute drive out of town to Abercrombie House. A 50-room mansion built in the 

1870s and restored over generations to its former glory. You can take a self-guided tour of the house 

and grounds, or line-up your visit with a popular high-tea or Friday Night Jazz evening held regularly 

in the grand ballroom. 

Dine in heritage at Church Bar and Woodfired Pizza, one of Bathurst’s most-loved bars situated in 

the old Anglican School House next to the cathedral. Worshippers of craft beer, local wines, and 

creative cocktails will be in heaven, but the kids are most welcome here too, with a fun variety of 

pizza toppings on the menu to suit any palate all named after the streets of Bathurst and baked to 

crispy perfection in the wood fired pizza oven. 

 

Day Three: Visit the Villages 

The Villages of the Bathurst region each have their own unique charm. A day trip to the Villages is a 

true escape, a chance to feel like you have stepped back in time, with much of the historic 

vernacular architecture preserved as you wander through the peaceful streets. 



To the north, hit the road in the morning to Wattle Flat, a 30-minute drive along Sofala Road. Make 

sure to call into the Wattle Flat General Store, a classic country servo with old fashioned lollies, 

firewood and grocery items for your journey. There are also great birdwatching opportunities as you 

wander through the scrub at Wattle Flat Heritage Lands. 

Then head to Sofala, Australia’s oldest surviving gold rush town, 10 minutes further along the road. 

Here you can fish in the cool, clear waters of the Turon River, camp among the casuarinas on the 

riverbanks, take a historic town walking tour, or stay at Chesleigh Homestead for horseback trail 

riding through the countryside. On hot summer days, it’s tradition to call into the Royal Sofala Hotel 

for a cool drink with the friendly locals as you pass through town. 

Take Hill End Road west from Sofala for 32 minutes and you will arrive at the Hill End Historic Site. 

Once a booming gold rush town with a population of 8,000, Hill End is now a picturesque village 

home to a small community of artists and photographers seeking quiet inspiration. There are still 

relics to be seen from Hill End’s gold heydays. Walk through the village to see preserved miner’s 

cottages, or tour a mineshaft and peruse fascinating artifacts at History Hill Museum. You can even 

still try your hand at finding gold with a local guide, or bring your own shovel and pan in the 

designated fossicking area at Tambaroora Creek. 

When you’re hungry for lunch, the Hill End General Store and Café serves locally roasted coffee, 

scrumptious homemade cakes, and enormous sandwiches. There is also the historic Royal Hotel, the 

only one of 28 hotels surviving from the gold-rush era. They serve a great pub lunch or dinner daily. 

Soak in the history a little longer with a stay at Hill End. There is camping at The Village or Glendora 

Campgrounds, or for cosy, heritage self-contained accommodation sleeping between 2 to 8 people 

stay in The Pines Cottage, Hosies, or the Post Office Residence all maintained by NSW National Parks 

& Wildlife.  

The southern Villages of Bathurst offer a chance to wander through magnificent gardens, sip wine 

at intimate cellar doors, admire Victorian architecture, and visit local artists. Start by heading south 

of Bathurst to Perthville, a 10-minute drive along Vale Road. Here, the gardens of the Perthville 

Heritage Convent are open to the public during the annual Spring Spectacular, held in October. 

Vale Creek Wines is just beyond Perthville along Cow Flat Road. Stop in at the cellar door to meet 

Vignerons Tony and Liz, who specialise in Italian varietals like Barbera and Sangiovese.  

17-minutes further south on Rockley Road is the beautiful village of Rockley. In November, the 

Rockley Gardens and Art Exhibition celebrates the local artists who live here, and their divine studios 

and gardens, which are open to the public during the event. For architecture buffs, there are also 

two unique Gell-designed churches to be found here. 

Take the largely unsealed but perfectly safe Sewells Creek Road to Bellbrook Friends Wines for a 

tasting of Pinot Noir, Rose, and Chardonnay, before heading to Mayfield Garden, the largest 

privately owned cool-climate garden in the Southern Hemisphere! The garden is inspired by the 

palatial gardens of Europe, complete with a box hedge maze. There is a paddock to plate café on site 

for lunch and a nursery to take home your own piece of paradise. 

From Mayfield Garden, head north on O’Connell Road to the cellar door at Renzaglia Wines, an 

award-winning vineyard supplying some of the best restaurants in New South Wales. Then it’s a 

short 24-minute trip back to Bathurst along the Lagoon Road. 



Let a local expert guide you on your Villages visit, with tour companies Detour Adventures and 

Simmo’s Offroad Tours taking you off the beaten track through roads rarely seen by those who don’t 

expertly know the region. Both companies offer Villages tours, winery tours, mushroom foraging, 

fossicking and gold panning, or you can curate your own adventure. 

Our top tip, take a Wiradyuri Ngurambang Cultural Tour with Detour Adventures, to delve deep into 

the cultural significance of the land surrounding the Bathurst region to the Wiradyuri people. 

 

Day Four: Treat yourself, support local 

You’re sure to find a keepsake on your trip to the Bathurst region, and we guarantee you won’t leave 

empty handed, with boutique stores and local produce a-plenty. So fill your eski, pack your pannier, 

and buy from the bush on your last day in Bathurst. 

If you’re in town on the last Saturday of the month, head to the heritage pavilions of the Bathurst 

Showground where the Bathurst Farmer’s Markets will be in full swing. Fresh flowers, cool-climate 

wines, locally grown meat, eggs and the best seasonal fruit and veg. Cheese, jams, preserves, oils 

and delicious bread and pastries. It’s a mouth-watering experience. 

If you’re not around for the monthly Farmer’s Market, Bathurst Wholefood Cooperative sells fresh 

local and regional produce every day of the week, they also hold their own mini market on the first 

weekend of each month. 

For a little retail therapy, Gorgeousness Home stocks the most luxurious collection of homewares, 

many locally sourced. King’s Antiques are the experts when it comes to sourcing the perfect pre-

loved piece. And T.Arts Gallery supports a local artist collective, with unique art, jewellery and 

pottery available to be purchased. 

 


